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Mayor  Menino  Breaks  Ground  on  Mary  Soo  Hoo  Park 


(From  left):  BRA  Director  of  Planning  Kairos  Sheng,  Frank  Chin,  State  Representative  Michael  Mi- 
chlewtiz;  MFA  Deputy  Directors  of  Communications  Kim  French,  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  De¬ 
partment  of  Transportation  Jeff  Mullan,  Mayor  Thomas  Menino,  Hing  Soohoo,  Cynthia  Soohoo,  Paul 
Chan,  Bill  Moy,  State  Senator  Sonia  Chang-Diaz,  Boston  Council  Bill  Linehan.  (Photo  by  Cody  Yiu) 


By  Cody  Yiu 


Boston  Mayor  Thomas  M.  Menino  on 
July  15  joined  members  of  the  Soo  Hoo  fam¬ 
ily,  the  Chinatown  community,  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,  MassDOT,  the 
Rose  Kennedy  Greenway  Conservancy  and 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  to  celebrate  the 
groundbreaking  of  Mary  Soo  Hoo  Park. 

During  the  ceremony,  the  Mayor  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  MFA  is  partnering  with 
the  City  to  temporarily  improve  the  facade 
of  MassDOT’s  Beach  Street  vent  tower 
by  installing  an  art  scroll  from  its  Chinese 
landscape  collection.  The  scroll,  which  will 
include  a  mountain  image,  will  help  the  vent 
blend  into  the  new  park  as  the  parks  boundar¬ 
ies  will  now  extend  to  wrap  around  the  vent 
structure. 

“It’s  great  to  be  here  in  Chinatown  today 
as  we  break  ground  on  Mary  Soo  Hoo  Park,’’ 
Menino  said.  "Mary  Soo  Hoo  was  a  beloved 
advocate  who  worked  tirelessly  for  the  China¬ 
town  community  and  I’m  so  proud  that  we’re 
able  to  honor  her  in  this  way.  This  new  park 
will  be  welcoming  to  residents  and  visitors 
of  all  ages  and  will  be  greatly  improved  with 
new  landscaping,  seating  and  gaming  tables. 


lighting  and  sculptural  elements.  I  want  to 
thank  the  MFA  for  their  artistic  contribution, 
MassDOT  for  committing  funds  toward  the 
renovations,  the  BRA  for  selecting  the  park 
designer  and  running  the  community  design 
process  and  the  Greenway  Conservancy  for 
maintaining  the  park.” 


The  new  design  includes  the  follow¬ 
ing  elements:  all  new  pavements,  generous 
landscaped  areas  at  the  park’s  street  edges, 
retention  of  the  existing  park  tree  canopy,  new 
park  seating  and  gaming  tables  for  Chinese 
chess,  retention  of  the  existing  planting  bed 
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Councilor  Linehan 
Fundraiser  Dinner  at 
the  China  Pearl 


Community  Development 
Remains  Central  Theme  at 
TCC  Meeting 


Councilor  Bill  Linehan.  (Photo  by  Candice  Montalvo) 


By  Candice  Montalvo 
Sampan  Correspondent 

On  July  10th,  the 
friends  of  Boston  City 
Councilor  Bill  Line¬ 
han  held  a  fundraiser 
dinner  for  Councilor 
Linehan  at  the  China 
Pearl  Restaurant  in 
Chinatown.  Councilor 
Linehan  represents 
District  2  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  which  includes 
Chinatown.  He  has 
represented  this 
district  since  2007. 

During  the  fundraiser, 

Councilor  Linehan 
stated  that  support 
from  Chinatown 
voters  was  crucial  to 
his  victory  in  2007 
and  he  urged  attendees  to  continue  their 
support  by  voting  for  him  again  this  year 
in  the  preliminary  municipal  election  on 
September  27. 

But  even  before  officially  represent¬ 
ing  Chinatown,  Councilor  Linehan  had 
been  involved  in  Chinatown  and  the  South 
Boston  neighborhood  in  his  former  posi¬ 
tions  as  Chief  Operating  Officer  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  as  Director  of  Operations 
for  the  City  of  Boston's  Parks  Department. 
Community  leader  "Uncle  Frank"  intro¬ 
duced  Councilor  Linehan  and  spoke  of 
their  20  plus  year  friendship.  Uncle  Frank 
told  attendees  that  even  before  Linehan's 
election,  he  had  been  an  advocate  for  Chi¬ 


natown  and  worked  to  cleanup  and  direct 
funding  to  the  Chinatown  neighborhood. 
Linehan  later  announced  to  support¬ 
ers  that  the  city  is  now  in  a  position  to 
disburse  funding  for  the  Quincy  school  in 
Chinatown. 

A  native  of  South  Boston,  Linehan  told 
the  50  plus  attendees  that  his  own  grand¬ 
father  had  lived  in  the  Chinatown  neigh¬ 
borhood,  looking  for  work  along  with  the 
many  other  immigrants  lining  in  the  area. 
This  history,  he  says,  is  part  of  the  reason 
he  works  to  "do  whatever  possible  to  cre¬ 
ate  jobs"  for  residents  of  this  district. 

Councilor  Linehan  also  acknowledged 
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By  Annie  Dan  Yang-Perez 
Sampan  Correspondent 

BOSTON,  MA  -  A  busy  last  meeting  for 
summer  of  the  Chinatown  Coalition  (TCC) 
took  place  on  Thursday,  14  July  2011  at  9:30 
AM  at  the  Boston  Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Center  (BCNC).  The  productive  meeting 
concluded  with  discussions  about  various  build¬ 
ing  projects  benefiting  the  Chinese  community 
throughout  Greater  Boston. 

The  meeting  commenced  with  a  report  to 
the  community  from  Chinatown  Trust  Fund  on 
its  work  from  2004  to  2010. 

It  all  started  in  1987,  when  visionary 
Chinatown  community  members  formed  a 
minority- owned  joint  venture  and  seized  a 
unique  opportunity  to  build  on  a  vacant  land 
parcel  while  creating  specific  community  benefits 
for  Chinatown.  Today  the  vacant  land  parcel  is 
replaced  by  One  Lincoln  Street,  a  building  few 
back  then  believed  could  be  completed  turned 
into  one  of  the  most  successful  real  estate  devel¬ 
opment  projects  ever  accomplished  in  Boston. 

As  promised,  seventeen  years  later  in  2004,  $2.6 
million  was  contributed  by  Columbia  Plaza 
Associates,  Kingston-Bedford  Joint  Venture 


and  Cl  Associates  to  Community  Development 
Fund  for  Chinatown,  administered  by  China¬ 
town  Trust  Fund,  for  capital  projects,  youth  and 
family  services,  cultural  and  community  events, 
public  safety,  job  training,  ESOL  (English  for 
Speakers  of  Other  Languages)  and  adult  educa¬ 
tion,  and  business  district  improvement.  With 
interest  earned  to  date,  the  Trust  has  provided 
more  than  $2.8  million  in  loans  and  grants  to 
local  organizations. 

Between  2004  and  2010,  Chinatown  Trust 
Fund  has  awarded  a  total  of  56  grants.  Among 
all,  $1,836,470  (64%)  was  distributed  for  10 
capital  projects  including  office  condos,  build¬ 
ing  improvements  and  renovations,  a  new  job 
training  and  education  center,  and  a  loan  com¬ 
mitment  for  elderly  housing;  $625,300  (22%) 
was  provided  for  youth  development,  family 
services  and  cultural  events;  $174,293  (6%)  was 
in  support  of  English  language  instruction  and 
job  training  programs;  and  $135,349  (5%)  was 
granted  to  public  safety  and  business  district 
upkeep.  As  of  2010,  the  total  amount  paid  by 
Community  Development  Fund  over  the  past 
seven  years  (2004  -  2010)  was  $2,808,545,  with 
highlight  programs  like  Mount  Hope  Memorial, 
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TCC  meeting.  (Photo  by  Annie  Dan  Yang-Perez) 
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Comic 


Empty  Bamboo  Girl 

by  Lillian  Chan 


a  Facebook  fan  at  www.facebook.com/ahLinTheComic 


The  holy  cleaver.  It's  ginormous  and 
yet  multi-purpose.  It  can  chop 
through  meat  —  bones  and  all. 


It  can  mince  up 
garlic  cloves  if 
you  use  the  end 
of  the  handle.  It's 
sort  of  like  a 
mortar  &  pestle. 
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Announcements  &  Event  Listings 


NAAAP  25th  Annual  National  Leadership  Convention 

The  National  Association  of  Asian  American  Professionals  (NAAAP) 
proudly  invites  you  to  attend  the  "25th  Annual  National  Leadership 
Convention  and  TREE*  Diversity  Career  Fair"  at  the  Seaport  Hotel  in 
Boston,  August  llth-13th,  2011.  See  our  Sampan  ad  and  website  for 
more  info:  www.naaapconvention.org 

Hyde  Park  Summer  Festival 

The  currents  of  creativity  that  flow  in  Hyde  Park  will  be  celebrated 
Saturday,  July  23,  during  ARTSCENE  2011,  an  evening  of  art,  dance  and 
music  along  Fairmount  Avenue  in  Hyde  Park’s  commercial  district. 
Scheduled  to  run  between  4:00  and  9:00  p.m.,  this  cross-cultural 
expression  of  craft  and  performance  will  feature  more  than  35  local 
artists,  musicians,  and  dancers,  as  well  as  food  and  beverages  from 
festival  menus  created  by  Hyde  Park  restaurateurs.  The  event  will 
feature  a  eclectic  mix  of  live  performance  including  the  energetic  dance 
of  the  O'DWYER  IRISH  STEP  DANCING  group,  the  sophisticated  jazz 
syncopations  of  DANIEL  IAN  SMITH'S  COLLECTIVE  DIRECTIVE,  and 
the  vocal  harmonies  of  the  RIVERSIDE  THEATRE’S  MIXED  EMOTIONS. 
Fairmount  Avenue  will  become  an  outdoor  art  cafe  as  neighbors  and 
friends  stroll  among  the  artists,  enjoy  local  food,  and  move  to  the 
sounds  and  rhythms  of  the  community’s  musicians  and  dancers.  Come 
join  us  as  Hyde  Park  comes  to  life  on  a  midsummer  night. 


COLOR  IN  FREEDOM:  JOURNEY  ALONG  THE  UNDERGROUND 
RAILROAD  Art  Exhibit 

Northeastern  University  in  Boston,  MA  is  pleased  to  announce 
Color  in  Freedom:  Journey  along  the  Underground  Railroad,  an  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  50  paintings,  etchings  and  drawings  by  Joseph  Holston  created 
to  capture  the  struggle  for  freedom  and  expression  within  the  frame¬ 
work  of  this  particular  period  in  American  history.  Color  in  Freedom  is 
on  view  at  Northeastern  University's  Gallery  360  from  June  16  through 
August  18. 

The  stories  of  the  Underground  Railroad  are  some  of  the  most 
powerful  in  American  history.  Joseph  Holston's  visual  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  expression  of  human  experiences  and  emotions  within  the 
framework  of  this  distinct  period  in  American  history  captures  the  es¬ 
sence  of  the  courage  and  determination  required  to  escape,  enhances 
understanding  of  the  condition  of  slavery  and  explores  the  powerful 
instinct  toward  freedom.  Holston  uses  the  power  of  color  organized 
into  compositions  that  relate  to  a  physical  environment,  specifically  to 
the  locations  where  travelers  followed  the  Underground  Railroad.  His 
vocabulary  of  color  produces  an  emotional  response  for  the  viewer 
before  the  form  solidifies  into  the  objective  image. 

Location:  Northeastern  University  Gallery  360 
Gallery  Hours:  Monday  to  Saturday,  10  am  to  7  pm. 
http://www.northeastern.edu/northeasterncreates/gallery360/cur- 
rentexhibit.html 

Please  contact  Tracey  Britton  at  617.373.2132  for  further  information. 


MAYOR  MENINO  BREAKS  GROUND  ON  MARY  SOO  HOO  PARK 
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Mary  Soohoo  Park  is  expected  to  be  open  this  fall.  (Photo  by  Candice  Montalvo) 
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and  granite  seat  wall  at  the  north  east  corner  of  the  park, 
refabrication  and  expansion  of  the  park’s  iconic  red  perimeter 
fence  (funded  by  the  Edward  Ingersoll  Browne  Fund),  new 
park  lighting  to  match  Chinatown  Park,  and  sculptural  granite 
mounds  meant  to  evoke  the  mountainous  landscape  of  home¬ 
land  China  and  scaled  as  an  element  of  interest  for  children. 

In  the  fall  of  2009,  the  BRA  was  asked  to  assist  the  com¬ 
munity  with  a  process  to  discuss  the  park’s  renovation  and  to 
reconnect  it  to  Chinatown  Park  which  was  completed  in  2007. 
The  BRA  funded  the  hire  of  a  multi-disciplinary  consultant 


team  lead  by  Stephen  Stimson  Associates,  Inc.  to  work  with 
the  community  to  realize  the  park  renovation.  The  team 
engaged  in  numerous  meetings  with  BRA  staff,  Greenway 
Conservancy  staff,  MassDOT  staff,  and  community  park 
stakeholders  -  including  four  meetings  with  the  Chinatown 
community.  Through  these  efforts,  a  preferred  design  concept 
was  reached,  and  a  new  name  for  the  park  emerged  -  Mary 
Soo  Hoo  Park  -  in  honor  of  the  late  community  activist,  Chi¬ 
natown  business  owner,  and  safety  and  open  space  advocate. 

The  Chinatown  Gateway  Park  was  originally  built  in 


1983,  on  land  owned  by  MassDOT,  as  a  complement  to  the 
installation  of  the  adjacent  historic  Chinatown  Gate.  Mass¬ 
DOT  committed  $190,000  toward  the  renovations.  The  Rose 
Kennedy  Greenway  Conservancy  will  provide  future  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  park.  The  park  is  expected  to  be  open  this  fall. 


July  22,  2011 


SAMPAN 


Page  3 


CHINATOWN 


COUNCILOR  LINEHAN 
FUNDRAISER  DINNER  AT 
THE  CHINA  PEARL 
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that  affordable  housing  is  another  impor¬ 
tant  issue  for  many  Chinatown  residents. 

He  noted  that  there  has  been  a  significant 
increase  in  affordable  housing  units  in  Chi¬ 
natown  under  his  term  as  City  Councilor  the 
past  four  years. 

Linehan  closed  his  short  talk  by  telling 
the  attendees  that  he  feels  as  though  he  has  been  accepted  into  the  Chinatown  family 
and  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the  support  the  community  has  shown  him  over  the 
past  four  years.  Linehan  said  that  being  able  to  attend  events,  such  as  this  one,  keeps 
him  motivated  and  makes  his  job  so  enjoyable.  "I  would  have  never  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  share  food  and  friendship  with  this  community  otherwise,"  Linehan  said. 

The  position  of  City  Councilor  is  a  2-year  term  with  no  limit  on  the  number  of  terms 
a  representative  can  serve.  Councilor  Linehan’s  opponents  are  Suzanne  Lee  and  Bob 
Ferrara.  Councilor  Linehan  did  not  mention  his  opponents  during  the  fundraiser  dinner, 
but  did  encourage  all  the  attendees  to  tell  their  friends  and  family  in  Chinatown  and 
elsewhere  in  South  Boston  to  vote  in  the  September  27  preliminary  municipal  election. 
The  municipal  election  will  be  November  8,  2011. 

Voter  registration  and  absentee  ballot  registration  forms  are  available  on  the  City  of 
Boston  website  [http://www.cityofboston.gov/elections/voter_reg.asp). 


YouthBuild  USA 


AmeriCorps  Financial  Grant  Coordinator 

//////////////////////////^^^^ 

The  AmeriCorps  Financial  Grant  Coordinator  is  a  full  time 
position,  reporting  to  the  AmeriCorps  Financial  Manager, 
and  working  collaboratively  with  the  YouthBuild  AmeriCorps 
team.  The  Coordinator  is  primarily  responsible  for  providing 
support  focused  on  financial  compliance,  analysis,  and  report¬ 
ing  on  the  AmeriCorps  National  Direct  grant. 


To  see  a  full  description  of  this  position,  please  visit  our  website  at 

www.youthbuild.org/  careers. 

Send  your  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Job  Search,  YouthBuild  USA,  58  Day 
Street,  Somerville,  MA  02144  or 

you  may  apply  on-line  @  http://www.youthbuild.org/apply. 

Please  apply  by  August  15, 201 1. 


YouthBuild  USA  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer  M/F/D/V. 


COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 
REMAINS  CENTRAL  THEME 
AT  TCC  MEETING 
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Chinatown  Crime  Watch,  Chinatown  Adventure, 
etc.  With  all  that  accomplished,  the  Fund’s  admin¬ 
istrative  expenses,  which  consisted  of  financial, 
project  management  and  facilities  costs,  totaled 
$73,555  (3%). 

After  the  report,  the  meeting’s  focus  was  then 
transferred  to  a  land  parcel  fifteen  minutes’  walk 
away  from  One  Lincoln  Street,  Boston  Herald's 
Harrison  Avenue  property  in  South  End.  Filling 
the  block  between  Harrison  Avenue,  Herald, 
Albany,  and  Traveler  Streets,  the  century-old 
property  how  houses  few  departments  of  Boston 
Herald  personnel  who  will  move  out  before  the 
end  of  this  year.  Purchased  by  National  Develop¬ 
ment,  developer  for  this  project,  the  place  is  now 
in  the  planning  process  of  being  transformed 
into  a  new  neighborhood  hub  optionally  named 
’’Herald  Square."  Representatives  from  National 
Development  explained  to  the  meeting  that 
they  have  incorporated  240  ready-made  parking 
spaces,  retail  spaces,  and  residential  areas  into  the 
developing  plan,  in  hopes  of  rejuvenating  the  place 
and  making  it  a  high- density  quarter  attractive 
to  residents  and  merchants  alike.  However,  the 
meeting  felt  the  developer’s  plan  was  not  based  on 
accurate  statistics,  and  the  Chinatown  representa¬ 
tives  expressed  hopes  for  more  affordable  housing, 
more  three-bedroomed  apartments  for  families, 
more  open  spaces  for  recreational  purposes,  and 
even  more  density.  National  Development  took 


note  of  the  feedback  from  this  meeting  and  will 
be  having  more  public  hearings  and  neighborhood 
meetings  for  this  project  in  the  future. 

The  next  thing  brought  up  at  the  meeting  was 
an  announcement  that  Friends  of  the  Chinatown 
Library  is  now  gearing  up  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Chinatown  Cultural  Center.  Their  vision  is  to 
develop  a  community-based  cultural  center  and 
multi-purpose  space  with  library  services,  exhibi¬ 
tion  spaces,  arts  and  performances  functions,  as 
well  as  education  facilities.  A  meeting  had  been 
held  the  day  prior  about  the  project  budget,  and 
the  organization  is  also  recruiting  for  a  Start-Up 
Manager  to  lead  its  efforts. 

Thursday’s  meeting  concluded  with  an  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  conclusion  of  yet  another 
building  project.  Representatives  from  Asian 
Community  Development  Corporation  (ACDC) 
introduced  the  newly- constructed  6  Ford  Street 
Apartments  in  Quincy,  Massachusetts.  It  is  the 
conversion  of  old  Saint  Paul's  Methodist  Church 
and  the  former  Adams  Park  office  building  into 
thirty-four  (34)  contemporary  and  affordable 
residences:  Twenty-six  (26)  units  are  available  at 
discounted  rents  through  a  lottery  process,  while 
eight  (8)  are  offered  with  “Section  8  Project- 
Based  Rent  Subsidy"  with  consideration  for  the 
applicants'  income  level.  Both  types  provide  one-, 
two-  and  three-bedroom  options.  Applications 
have  been  made  available  since  June  21,  and  oc¬ 
cupancy  will  be  starting  in  September  2011.  For 
more  information  or  reasonable  accommodations 
please  call  Maloney  Properties  at  (617)  209-5401 
or  visit  6FortStreetApartments.com. 

TCC  will  be  reconvene  on  Thursday,  Sep¬ 
tember  8th,  at  9:30  AM  at  the  BCNC  4th-floor 
Conference  Room. 


FREE  CAREER  FAIR 


25TH  ANNUAL  NAAAP  NATIONAL 
CONVENTION  &  DIVERSITY  CAREER  FAIR 

PRESENTED  BY 


The  National  Association  of  Asian  American 
Professionals  will  hold  its  annual  Convention  on 
Aug  11-13  and  a  FREE  Career  Fair  on  Aug.  12  &  13 
at  the  Seaport  Hotel  and  World  Trade  Center  in 

Boston. 


★ 

★ 


FREE  Admission  to  the  Career  Fair  when  you  register  with 

www.naaap.org/careers 

On-site  resume  review  courtesy  of  Kaplan 

MEET  REPRESENTATIVES  FROM 


Air  Force  Civilian  Service 
Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield 
Buick 

Campbell  Soup 

Central  Intelligence  Agency 

Comcast 

Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 


Kimberly-Clark  Corporation 
Liberty  Mutual 
Macy’s,  Inc. 

MassMutual 

McDonald's 

Microsoft 

Northrop  Grumman  Corp. 


Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corp.  (FDIC)  Ocean  Spray  Cranberries 
Federal  Reserve  Info.  Technology  Project  Management  Institute 
Fidelity  Investments  Raytheon  Company 

Hallmark  Cards,  Inc.  State  Street  Corporation 

Hewlett-Packard  SunLife  Financial 

Intelligence  Community  The  Coca-Cola  CompanyJohn 

Hancock  United  States  Navy 

Johnson  &  Johnson  United  States  Secret  Service 

Kaplan  Wells  Fargo 

www.naaapconvention.org 
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CLASSIFIED 

HOUSING  /  HELP  WANTED 


CLOTHING  PATTERN  & 
SAMPLE  MAKERS 


Local  designer  women’s  clothing  company  looking  to  hire 
clothing  pattern  and  sample  makers  for  our  Boston  produc¬ 
tion  room/office  space.  Experience  working  with  designer 
clothing  necessary,  preferably  3-5  years  experience  or  more. 
Expert  finishing  abilities  required.  Must  be  able  to  draft/ 
drape  1st  patterns  from  sketches  and  construct  first  samples. 
Monday-Friday  work  week,  weekends  possible  during  busy 
periods.  Email  us  with  any  questions  or  to  submit  your 
resume:  kristin@emerson-collection.coin 


Needham 


1st  showing  by  owner. 

3  bedroom,  1.5  bathroom,  C/A,  hardwood  floors, 
basement,  Vinyl  siding,  and  many  more  extras. 
Ready  to  move  in  for  9/201 1  school  year. 


Priced  to  sell  $599k. 


Contact  617-306-9594 


Your 

Ad 

Here 


Contact  Sampan  Ad: 

617-426-9492x206 

ads@sampan.org 


FIRST  RESOURCE 

C  0  M  P  A  H  i  f,  $ 

(413)  737-7847 


CURRENTLY  ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS  FOR  OUR 
STUDIO,  1,2,3  &  4 
BEDROOM  APARTMENTS 


•  Located  in  Historic  Springfield  MA 

•  Rents  Starting  at  $550 

•  Heat  &  Hot  Water  Included 

•  Hardwood  Floors 

•  On-site  Laundry 

•  Cable  Ready 

•  Minutes  to  Major  Highways,  STCC  &Technology  Park 

•  Guest  Entry  System  Off  Street  Parking 

•  Convenient  to  Downtown  Sprinefield 

Professionally  managed  &  maintained  by: 

•  24  Hours  Emergency  Maintenj  FIRST  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT 

Section  8  certificates  welcome.  Income  Restrictions  and  qualifying  guidelines  apply  1^?  ^ 


WALDEN  HOUSE 


7  New  Senior  Apartments 
Renovated  Fire  Station  •  Ready  January  2012 
Elevator  •  A/ C  •  Laundry 

Applications  available  August  1 5 

Applications  can  be  picked  up  in  person  or  found  online  at  www.chelseand.org.* 
Open  Monday-Friday,  8:30am  -  5pm,  at  4  Gerrish  Ave.,  2nd  Floor,  Chelsea,  MA. 

*For  more  information  or  reasonable  accommodations  call  Winn  Residential  at  617-884-0692. 
1  accessible  unit  and  1  sensory-impaired  unit  available.  Applicants  must  have  head  of 
household  55  or  older.  Use  and  occupancy  restrictions  apply. 

Selection  by  lottery.  Application  deadline:  Oct.  17  by  3pm. 


Market  Apartments  •  50%,  60%  of  AMI**  Max.  Income  per  Household  (HH) 


HH  size 

50%  of  AMI 

60%  of  AMI 

i 

$33,750 

$40,500 

2 

$38,550 

$46,260 

3 

$43,350 

$52,020 

4 

$48,150 

$57,780 

Type 

Rent 

HH  Size 

#  of  Apts. 

Min.  Income 

1  BR 

$779 

1-2 

2 

$26,709 

50% 

2  BR 

$929 

2-4 

2 

$31,851 

60%  1  BR 

$942 

1-2 

3 

$32,297 

Section  8  Voucher  Holders  are  welcome  to  apply  and  are  not  subject  to  minimum  income  requirements. 


Developed  and  Owned  by: 


**  AMI  —  Area  Median  Income 


Managed  by: 


^  ’  Revere 

a  Neighborhood 
0 1  Developers 

An  affiliate  of  Chelsea  Neighborhood  Developers;  www.chelseand.org 


^JeighborWorks' 

CHARTERED  MEMBER 


Winnlv-idt'nlial 


Walden  House  and  Winn  Residential  do  not  discriminate  because  of  race,  color,  sex,  sexual  orientation,  religion,  age, 
handicap,  disabihty,  national  origin,  familial  status,  or  marital  status  in  the  leasing,  rental,  sale  or  transfer  of 
apartment  units,  buildings,  and  related  facilities,  including  land  that  it  owns  or  controls. 


A  Corcoran  Community 
in  Mas>achusett  5  -  is  a  place  to  call  home* 


NORTH  SHORE 

Andover  Commons 

(978)  470-261 1 
30  Railroad  Street, 
Andover 


Beverly  Commons 

(978)  927-2055 
Tozer  Road,  Beverly 

Kimball  Court 

(781)  933-9900 
7  Kimball  Court,  Wobum 


Saugus  Commons 

(781)  233-8477 
63  Newhall  Avenue,  Saugus 

The  Meadows 

(978)  441-9167 
82  Brick  Kiln  Road, 
Chelmsford 


There  are  apartments-  and  then  there  are  Corcoran  managed  apartments- 
well  managed,  stylish,  modern  and  constantly  updated...Take  your  pick! 


SOUTH  SHORE 


Academy  Building 


Apartments 
(508)  674-1  III 
102  South  Main  Street, 
Fall  River 

Adams  Village 


(617)  328-6727 
725-735  Adams  Street, 
Dorchester 

Brockton  Commons 


(508)  584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza,  Brockton 

Faxon  Commons 

(617)  472-  6766 

1001  Southern  Artery,  Quincy 

Hanover  Legion 
Elderly  Apartments 

(781)871-3049 

Legion  Drive,  Hanover 


Kent  Village 

(781)  545-2233 

65  North  River  Road,  Scituate 

Lincoln  School 

Apartments 

(781)  749-8677 
86  Central  Street,  Hingham 

Quincy  Commons 

(617)  328-6727 

1  Canton  Road,  Quincy 

Stone  Run  East 

(781)331-2525 
8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

The  Ledges 
(781)335-2626 

I  Avalon  Drive,  Weymouth 


BOSTON 


McNamara  House 

(617)  783-5490 

210  Everett  Street,  Allston 

WESTERN  MASS. 

Pelham  Apartments 

(508)  872-6393 

75  Second  Street,  Framingham 

Stratton  Hill  Park 

(508)  852-0060 

1 6 1  W.  Mountain  Street, 

Worcester 

Tribune  Apartments 

(508)  875-8661 

46  Irving  Street,  Framingham 


Weymouth 

Commons/East 

(781)335-4773 

74  Donald  Street,  #21, 

Weymouth 


Visit  Us; 

www.corcoranapts.com 
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'A  fixed  income  can  be  hard, 

- but - 

living  in  this  community 

MAKES  IT  EASY 


'I'm  spending  the  same 
and  getting  even  more 
for  my  money." 

Bill  Sperry 

Erickson  Living®  Resident 

Like  many  seniors,  Bill  saw  his 
home  costs  fluctuating  every 
month.  But  when  he  moved  into 
an  Erickson  Living  community, 
he  discovered  a  life  of  financial 
consistency,  giving  him  the 
newfound  freedom  he  loves. 


See  what  makes  Linden  Ponds  such  an 
affordable  choice  for  your  retirement! 

Call  1-800-761-4052today  for  your 
FREE  25-page  Guide  to  Erickson  Living  at  Linden  Ponds. 


Linden  Ponds 

Add  more  Living  to  your  Life ‘ 


EricksonLiving.com 


Linden  Ponds  values  diversity.  We  welcome  all  faiths,  races,  and  ethnicities,  and 
housing  opportunities  are  available  for  low  and  moderate  income  households. 
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Teaching  Little  Kids 
About  Money 


Tobacco  Use  and  Pregnancy 

Smoking  during  pregnancy 


By  Michael  Tow 
Sampan  Contributor 

The  first  rime  your  child  sees  something  they 
want  in  a  store  and  immediately  says,"Mommy/ 
Daddy,  I  want  that,”  is  the  time  that  I  think  you 
should  start  teaching  your  children  about  money. 
Good  money  habits  are  usually  formed  early, 
so  the  sooner  you  can  teach  your  child  good 
money-saving  habits,  the  better.  Here  are  some  of 
the  ways  and  ideas  to  teach  your  children  about 
money. 

Allowance 

Having  an  allowance  can  be  a  good  thing, 
but  most  experts  agree  that  it’s  best  not  to  have 
it  associated  with  regular  chores  or  good  grades. 
However,  extra  duties,  like  helping  to  fold  the 
laundry  or  helping  to  clean  the  kitchen,  can  make 
sense  for  an  allowance.  One  suggestion  for  the 
amount  to  give  a  child  could  be  50  cents  for  each 
year  of  the  child's  age  per  week. 

Distinguish  between  wants  and  needs 

Kids  have  trouble  distinguishing  between 
what  they  want  and  what  they  need.  Help  your 
child  make  a  wish  box.  Every  time  the  child  wants 
something,  have  them  draw  a  picture  of  it  and  put 
it  in  the  box.  Then,  at  special  times,  like  birthdays 
or  holidays,  they  can  look  at  the  box  and  pick 
which  item  they  would  really  like.  Hopefully,  this 
practice  will  continue  as  they  get  older  and  help 
to  curb  impulse  buying  and  to  be  able  to  focus  on 
what  they  really  would  like. 

Trips  to  the  grocery  store 

Having  your  children  participate  in  your 
weekly  trips  to  the  grocery  store  can  be  a  fun  and 
a  great  place  to  teach  your  children  about  money. 
Have  them  look  at  and  compare  the  price  of  dif¬ 
ferent  brands.  They  can  also  learn  the  benefits  of 
buying  things  on  sale  or  with  a  coupon. 


Give  them  a  piggy  bank 

Get  your  child  a  piggy  bank,  or  these  days,  a 
princess  bank  or  a  football  bank.  Now,  there  are 
some  pretty  cool  piggy  banks  that  have  different 
compartments.  They  have  a  compartment  each 
for  savings,  spending,  invest  and  donate.  Some 
examples  where  you  can  get  these  banks  are  www. 
msgen.com.  or  www.moonjar.com. 

The  effects  of  Advertising 

If  you  ever  watch  cartoons  with  your  chil¬ 
dren  Saturday  morning,  you  understand  why 
companies  spend  millions  of  dollars  every  year 
on  advertising  to  children.  Explaining  to  your 
child  that  the  purpose  of  advertising  is  to  make 
you  want  to  buy  can  be  an  eye  opening  experi¬ 
ence.  Challenge  them  when  you  see  a  commercial 
for  a  toy  and  ask  them  if  they  want  it.  Of  course 
they  will  say  yes,  and  explain  to  them  that's  what 
advertising  is  supposed  to  do.  The  kids  on  the 
commercials  are  actors  and  everything  is  made  to 
look  really  fun.  Demystifying  and  understanding 
how  advertising  makes  them  want  to  buy  can  have 
a  powerful  effect. 

Learning  about  money  is  a  life  long  journey, 
so  don't  feel  you  need  to  do  it  all  right  away.  The 
key  is  to  develop  good  money  habits  with  your 
kids  that  can  stay  with  them  for  a  life  time.  For  my 
next  article  we  will  talk  about  ways  to  teach  your 
“teenager"  about  money. 

If  you  have  a  question  or  topic  that  you  would 
like  me  to  discuss  in  a  future  article  please  email 
me  at  mtow@newbostonfinancial.com. 

CERTIFIED  FINANCIAL  PLANNER  ” 
Michael  Tow  can  be  reached  at  617-734-4400  or 
www.newbostonfinancial.com 


Women  who  quit  smoking  before  or 
early  in  pregnancy  significantly  reduce  the 
risk  for  several  adverse  outcomes. 

•  Compared  with  women  who  do 
not  smoke— 

o  Women  who  smoke  prior  to 
pregnancy  are  about  twice  as  likely  to  ex¬ 
perience  a  delay  in  conception  and  have 
approximately  30%  higher  odds  of  being 
infertile. 

o  Women  who  smoke  during  preg¬ 
nancy  are  about  twice  as  likely  to  experi¬ 
ence  premature  rupture  of  membranes, 
placental  abruption,  and  placenta  previa 
during  pregnancy. 

•  Babies  born  to  women  who 
smoke  during  pregnancy— 

o  Have  about  30%  higher  odds  of 
being  born  prematurely. 

o  Are  more  likely  to  be  born  with 
low  birth  weight  (less  than  2500  grams 
or  5.5  pounds),  increasing  their  risk  for 
illness  or  death. 

o  Weigh  an  average  of  200  grams 
less  than  infants  born  to  women  who  do 
not  smoke. 

o  Are  1.4  to  3.0  times  more  likely 
to  die  of  Sudden  Infant  Death  Syndrome 
(SIDS). 

Prevalence  of  smoking  during 
pregnancy 

According  to  2004  Pregnancy  Risk 
Assessment  and  Monitoring  System 
(PRAMS)  data  from  26  states— 

•  Approximately  13%  of  women 
reported  smoking  during  the  last  three 
months  of  pregnancy. 

•  Younger,  less  educated,  non-His- 
panic,  white  women  and  American  Indian 
women  are  more  likely  to  smoke  during 
pregnancy  compared  to  their  older,  more 
educated,  counterparts. 

•  Of  women  who  smoked  during 
the  last  three  months  of  pregnancy,  52% 
reported  smoking  5  or  less  cigarettes 


per  day,  27%  reported  smoking  6  to  10 
cigarettes  per  day,  and  21%  reported 
smoking  11  or  more  cigarettes  per  day. 

Secondhand  smoke 

Exposure  to  secondhand  smoke 
causes  premature  death  and  disease  in 
children  and  adults  who  do  not  smoke. 

•  Between  1988  and  2002, 
cotinine  levels,  a  biological  indicator  of 
tobacco  smoke  exposure,  declined  by 
approximately  70%  among  children  and 
non-smoking  adults.  Despite  this  positive 
trend,  in  2002  nearly  half  of  all  children 
and  non-smoking  adults  still  had  detect¬ 
able  levels  of  cotinine. 

•  Pregnant  women  who  are 
exposed  to  secondhand  smoke  have  20 
percent  higher  odds  of  giving  birth  to  a 
low  birth  weight  baby  than  women  who 
are  not  exposed  to  secondhand  smoke 
during  pregnancy. 

•  Children  are  at  greater  risk  of 
being  exposed  to  secondhand  smoke  than 
adults. 

•  During  the  period  1999—2002, 
almost  40  million  children,  aged  3-19 
years,  or  about  58%  of  children  in  this 
age  group,  were  exposed  to  secondhand 
smoke. 

-  Infants  who  are  exposed  to  second¬ 
hand  smoke  are  more  likely  to  die  of  SIDS 
compared  to  children  not  exposed. 

-Children  who  are  exposed  to  sec¬ 
ondhand  smoke  are  at  increased  risk  for 
bronchitis,  pneumonia,  ear  infections, 
more  severe  asthma,  respiratory  symp¬ 
toms,  and  slowed  lung  growth. 


IT*  £u  Medical 
1  III  IS  Center 

Article  funded  through  the  Asian  Health  Initia¬ 
tive  of  Tufts  Medical  Center 


So  Cal  Fave 


King  Hawaiian 


Chicken  Katsu  Curry  plate.  (Photo  by  Anna  Ing) 


King's  Hawaiian  Platter.  (Photo  by  Anna  Ing) 


By  Anna  Ing 
Sampan  Contributor 


To  stir  things  up  a  bit, 
here  is  a  review  of  an  out- 
of-town  place.  Earlier  this 
month,  I  went  to  a  popular  and  highly  recommended  South¬ 
ern  California  mainstay  for  Hawaiian  and  American  Cuisine 
called  King  Hawaiian  Bakery  and  Restaurant  (2808 
Sepulveda  Blvd,  Torrance,  CA  310-530-0050)  and  the  family 
has  been  in  business  since  1950.  Diners  are  greeted  with 
a  mouthwatering  display  of  baked  goods  before  entering 
the  main  dining  room.  Their  trademark  and  award  winning 
lightly  sweetened,  soft  and  delicious  Hawaiian  Bread  needs 
no  butter  and  is  served  while  patrons  browse  their  menus. 

Hawaiian  Regional  Cuisine  (HRC)  echoes  the  diversity 
of  Hawaii  with  Portuguese,  Polynesian,  Korean,  Chinese, 


Japanese,  Filipino  influences  and  flavors  in  their  cuisine.  Did 
you  know  that  Hawaii  is  the  second  highest  consumer  of 
Spam  (luncheon  meat)  just  after  Guam?  During  World  War 
II,  when  fish  was  banned.  Spam  became  widely  consumed. 

A  popular  snack  called  Spam  Musubi  consists  of  a  fried  and 
marinated  slice  of  Spam  wrapped  in  rice  and  nori  (dried  flat 
seaweed).  It  is  served  as  an  appetizer  that  can  also  be  found 
in  the  King's  Hawaiian  Platter.  Other  delicious  items  in  the 
platter  include  the  Ahi  Poke  (sushi  grade  Tuna  seasoned 
served  over  cabbage),  Fried  Calamari(breaded  served  with 
cocktail  sauce),  Kalua  Nachos  ( Kalua  Pork-  lightly  seasoned 
pulled  pork)  served  with  the  regular  fixings-beans,  cheese, 
sour  cream,  guacamole  and  a  tropical  twist  of  pineapple 
salsa  along  with  the  Fried  Sesame  Wings.  The  Nachos  and 


Ahi  Poke  were  delicious  while  the  Calamari  had  a  little  too 
much  batter  on  it.  The  Fried  Sesame  Wings  were  a  bit  of  a 
disappointment,  being  a  little  overcooked. 

Hawaiian  lunch  plates  "local  style"  are  traditionally 
served  with  two  scoops  of  white  rice  and  one  scoop  of  maca¬ 
roni  salad  with  a  choice  of  the  entree.  The  Chicken  Katsu 
Gurry  plate  had  the  macaroni  salad  and  rice;  in  addition  to 
the  panko  (Japanese  flaky  bread  crumb)  encrusted  fried 
Chicken  cutlet  cut  up  and  smothered  with  a  delicious  Japa¬ 
nese  curry  sauce  laden  with  onions,  carrots  and  potatoes. 
The  curry  was  mild  and  flavorful  but  not  spicy,  which  went 
well  with  the  crunchy  chicken.  So,  for  a  taste  of  Hawaii  in  So 
Cal,  go  where  the  locals  go  to  King  Hawaiian. 
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Feature 


Maidens  Chinese  Culture  Connection  Powered  By  Director 

With  Compelling  Immigrant  Tale 


By  Alissa  Greenberg 
Sampan  Correspondent 


There  are  so  many  places  along  the  way  where 
Mei  Hung,  director  of  the  Chinese  Culture  Con¬ 
nection  of  Malden,  could  have  had  a  different  life. 
After  six  years  of  education  in  rural  Taiwan,  her 
traditionalist  father  took  her  out  of  school,  prefer¬ 
ring  not  to  waste  money  on  education  for  a  girl  he 
predicted  would  spend  her  life  in  the  kitchen — 
and  only  the  wise  arguments  of  the  local  principal 
kept  her  from  just  that  fate.  After  that,  she  says,“‘T 
refused  to  be  a  traditional  person.”  Now,  decades 
later.  Hung  runs  the  small  non-profit  organization 
out  of  the  old  Emerson  School  in  Malden,  provid¬ 
ing  cultural  programming  from  gongfu  to  Chinese 
classics. 

"We  have  a  very  small  staff,  two  paid  and  two 
work-study,"  Hung  tells  me  from  her  small,  clut¬ 
tered  office  one  Sunday  afternoon.  “There  are  a  lot 
of  things  on  my  shoulders...  it's  a  lot  of  stress,  but 
it’s  very  rewarding — when  families  express  their 
gratitude,  there  are  words  for  that,  no  price.” 

Chinese  Culture  Connection  was  originally 
founded  in  1985  in  Reading,  after  Asian  com¬ 
munity  leaders  noticed  that  many  teachers  and 
students  in  the  public  schools  were  ill-informed 
about  Chinese  culture  despite  a  growing  Chinese 
population.  By  1992,  the  organization  had  been 
invited  to  take  up  residence  in  Readings  Town 
Hall,  where  it  arranged  in-school  programs  on 
Chinese  history,  martial  arts,  language,  and  tradi¬ 
tions.  Hung  started  work  in  1997,  and  her  arrival 
coincided  with  rumblings  that,  with  budget  cuts, 
Reading’s  government  was  becoming  less  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  organization’s  cause.  In  1999,  those 
rumors  came  to  fruition,  and  CCC  left  Reading. 

"We  were  guests,"  Hung  says  with  a  shrug. 

"If  we  weren’t  welcome,  why  fight  for  it?"  Instead, 
the  CCC  welcomed  a  deluge  of  counter  offers 
from  the  likes  of  Peabody,  Danvers,  and  Littleton. 
Mayor  Howard  of  Malden  also  reached  out,  and 
CCC  gravitated  there  because  of  the  city’s  bur¬ 


American  connections. "People  would  say, 'Oh  if 
you  come  to  the  US,  call  me  and  I'll  give  you  a  job 
or  help  you  go  to  school,"  she  says.  At  the  end  of 
two  years  she  had  collected  a  thick  stack  of  busi¬ 
ness  cards  and  had  saved  $3000. 

Boston  was  the  second  stop  on  what  was 
intended  to  be  a  nationwide  tour,  but  Hung  fell 
in  love  with  the  city  and  felt  she  had  to  stay.  After 
three  semesters  of  ESL  at  Harvard  Extension 
School  and  a  stint  at  Bunker  Hill  Community 
college,  she  transferred  to  Tufts  University,  eventu¬ 
ally  earning  a  Masters  in  Education  and  Psychol¬ 
ogy,  a  degree  that  has  served  her  well  in  her  years 
with  the  CCC. 

"I  was  so  hungry  to  learn  then,"  she  says, 
referring  to  her  first  years  in  the  US.  Now,  she 
loves  feeding  that  hunger  in  others.  Hung  tells 
of  one  parent  whose  child  transformed  dramati¬ 
cally — from  a  C  student  to  an  A  student,  from 
mumbling  insecurity  to  confidence.  Other  parents 
have  marveled  at  their  children’s  sudden  respectful 
behavior  or  passion  for  the  arts. 

And  yet  there’s  much  left  to  teach:  Hung  cites 
incidents  in  Malden  schools  involving  racial  slurs, 
as  well  as  misinformed  Chinese  immigrants  whose 
habit  of  leaving  large  sums  of  cash  at  home  have 
made  them  the  targets  of  a  rash  of  recent  burglar¬ 
ies.  Hung  sympathizes  with  the  students  enduring 
problems  in  school  and  the  families  working  hard 
to  navigate  the  customs  of  an  unfamiliar  land — it 
wasn't  so  long  ago  that  she  was  in  the  midst  of  the 
same  struggles. 

And  so,  when  people  marvel  and  the  stresses 
she  must  feel  running  a  non-profit  in  a  corner 
of  Boston  with  its  share  of  social  and  economic 
challenges,  she  smiles  ruefully  and  shakes  her  head. 
"People  say, ’Mei,  you  run  such  a  great  program- 
why  not  go  to  Wellesley,  where  there  is  real  money 
for  this?  But  I  couldn’t  justify  my  choice.  There's 
such  a  need  here.  And  we  never  refuse  anyone." 


for  the  parents,  an  East  Meets  West  seminar 
where  we  have  Americans  come  to  talk  about  their 
experiences  living  and  working  in  China....  We 
want  to  help  the  immigrants  here  both  appreciate 
American  culture  and  maintain  their  own." 

Hung  knows  of  what  she  speaks.  Growing  up 
in  a  rural  area  of  Taiwan  near  Taichung,  she  fought 
hard  to  pursue  her  dream  of  education  in  the 
United  States.  When  her  conservative  father  at¬ 
tempted  to  pull  her  out  of  school  after  sixth  grade, 
her  principal  intervened,  arguing  that  a  continued 
education  would  increase  her  dowry  value.  After 
such  a  close  call,  she  resolved  to  work  harder  than 
ever. 

Over  the  ensuing  years.  Hung  completed 
middle  school  under  the  same  principal’s  tutelage, 
then  attended  high  school  at  night  while  support¬ 
ing  herself  during  the  day.  Following  graduation, 
she  moved  to  Taipei,  spending  two  years  at  a  hotel 
gathering  practicing  her  English  and  gathering 


Mei  Hung.  (Photo  by  Alissa  Greenberg) 


geoning  Asian/ Asian- American  community  and 
proximity  to  Boston. 

The  CCC  flourished  in  Malden,  planning 
diverse  programming  for  the  public  schools,  then 
spreading  through  the  region,  propelled  by  word 
of  mouth.  The  programs  were  free  until  2009, 
when  budget  constraints  required  the  organiza¬ 
tion  to  begin  charging  nominal  entrance  fees. 
"Since  then  our  focus  has  shifted,  from  educating 
in  public  schools  to  providing  services  for  the  im¬ 
migrant  population  here  in  Malden,"  Hung  says. 
She  pauses,  with  a  humble  smile,  and  admits,  "The 
demand  for  our  services  is  still  huge." 

These  days,  CCC  offers  a  laundry  list  of 
courses  and  events,  including  Mandarin  and  math 
classes,  ESL,  gong  fu,  dance,  drawing,  and  Chinese 
literature.  "We  host  an  annual  gala  and  a  golf  tour¬ 
nament,  too — it’s  our  18th  annual  this  year,”  Hung 
says.  "We  really  have  something  for  everyone — 
Chinese  language  for  the  immigrants’  kids,  English 


Diamond  and  Damion 


By  Sharldine  Desire 
Sampan  Youth  Writer 


CHAPTER  5:  DI 

I  wasn’t  scared.  Excitement  raced  through  me  as  Dami 
and  I  walked  through  the  forest.  It  was  actually  really  beauti¬ 
ful  to  be  outside  at  night  with  someone  you  really  love  by 
your  side.  Dami  looked  so  determined  and  strong  trudging 
on  in  front  of  me;  not  to  mention  how  easily  he  managed 
to  do  it.  Unfortunately,  the  same  cannot  be  said  for  me. 

Ever  since  the  accident,  my  mother  has  basically  banned  me 
from  stepping  foot  in  the  woods.  Of  course,  I  did  it  anyway, 
though  not  often.  Anyway,  being  unaccustomed  to  the  ter¬ 
rain,  I  stayed  as  close  to  Damion  as  was  physically  possible.  I 
knew  now  that  it  upset  him  when  I  needed  physical  help  and 
he  couldn’t  do  anything,  so  I  tried  as  hard  as  I  could  not  to 
stumble  or  fall.  But  when  a  large  tree  root  suddenly  popped 
out  of  the  ground  I  went  down.  Hard. 

”Di!’’  His  hand  thrust  out  to  help  me  but  he  caught  him¬ 
self  and  calmly  pulled  his  arm  back.  He  looked  at  me  with 
concern.'Are  you  okay,  Di?" 

“I'm  fine,”  I  said.  My  face  warmed  up  as  I  brushed  myself 
off. "I... um... haven’t  had  much  hiking  practice  lately.” 

He  smiled. “Let’s  go." 

We  didn’t  talk  a  lot.  I  guess  we  were  both  just  in  our  own 
thoughts.  But  we  did  exchange  confident  smiles  once  in  a 
while,  renewing  hope  with  each  one.  But  still,  in  the  back  of 
my  mind,  I  couldn’t  help  but  worry  that  this  might  not  work. 
That  the  plant  we  were  looking  for  just  did  not  exist.  How¬ 
ever,  more  prominent  in  my  mind  was  what  I  had  just  told 
Dami.  I  trusted  him,  more  than  anyone.  And  I  didn’t  doubt 


him  for  a  second;  I  mean... he  never  let  me  down  before. 

After  quite  a  while  of  walking,  we  reached  a  section  of 
forest  that  I  somehow  recognized.  I  recalled  how  that  tree 
bent  slightly;  and  how  that  boulder  resembled  a  chair.  Why 
was  I  remembering  this  place?  I’ve  never  even  gone  this  far 
into  the  woods  before.  But  as  we  continued  down  the  path,  I 
remembered  running  down  the  same  path,  as  a  child,  laugh¬ 
ing  and  racing  somewhere  with... Dami. 

I  turned  to  Dami,  trying  to  see  if  he  was  recognizing  this 
place  too.  He  was  grinning  at  me,  so  I  knew  that  he  knew 
where  we  were.  He  was  obviously  not  going  to  tell  me  where 
we  were  going;  he  was  enjoying  my  struggle  far  too  much  for 
that.  And  he  kept  playfully  torturing  me  with  that ‘I  know 
something  you  don’t  know’  look.  But  then  the  path  veered  a 
little  to  the  left  and  there  were  two  willow  trees  that  formed 
a  curtain,  almost... and  suddenly,  I  knew  where  we  were.  It 
was  Benny’s  house. 

When  we  were  about  five  and  a  half,  Dami  and  I  came 
upon  a  little  rundown  stone  cabin  while  wandering  in  the 
woods.  This  was  back  when  I  was  actually  allowed  into  it. 
The  place  was  magical  (for  a  couple  of  five  year-olds  at  least). 
The  curtain-like  leaves  blocked  it  from  sight  and  it  was 
pretty  deep  in  the  forest.  It  was  like  our  own  little  world. 
When  we  first  found  it,  it  was  still  in  good  shape,  it  didn't 
collapse  on  us  or  anything.  There  was  an  old  wooden  table 
there  and  a  tiny  fire-place,  but  we  never  used  it  because  we 
were  too  afraid  we’d  set  the  place  on  fire.  We  swept  the  floors 
and  cleaned  up  as  well  as  we  could  and  declared  it  our  home. 

But  the  most  amazing  thing  happened  when  Dami  and  I 
went  to  explore  the  back  of  the  cabin.  What  we  found,  sleep¬ 
ing  there,  was  a  little  puppy.  We  went  nuts!  First  an  awesome 
abandoned  cabin,  and  now  a  puppy?  Anyway,  when  we  woke 
him  up  we  realized  the  puppy  was  really  skinny  and  hungry 
so  we  gave  him  our  snacks.  He  loved  us  right  then  and  there 


and  we  ended  up  naming  him  Benny.  He  was  the  most  ener¬ 
getic  little  puppy  we  ever  saw!  He  was  beautiful  too,  a  fight 
chocolate  brown  color  with  bushy  hair  all  around  his  face. 
Gosh,  we  loved  that  dog  like  crazy!  We  were  afraid  to  bring 
Benny  home  because  we  knew  our  parents  wouldn't  let  us 
keep  him.  But  we  came  to  see  him  every  day,  pretending  we 
were  a  family  with  our  own  little  dog.  We  called  it  Benny’s 
House,  since  Benny  was  there  first.  We  spent  months  playing 
at  that  cabin,  our  parents  wondering  where  we  went  all  the 
time,  but  we  never  told  them  or  anyone  else.  It  was  our  little 
secret. 

So  what  happened,  you  ask?  One  day,  Benny  wasn’t  at 
the  cabin.  We  searched  and  searched  but  we  couldn't  find 
him  anywhere.  We  didn’t  see  him  for  days  and,  after  a  while; 
it  was  just  too  depressing  to  come  to  the  cabin.  So,  to  our 
parents’  great  delight,  we  stopped  disappearing  for  hours 
into  the  forest.  That  was  just  about  nine  years  ago.  And  my 
memory  was  injured  after  the  accident  anyway,  so  it  was 
amazing  that  I  remembered  the  place  at  all. 

"Do  you  remember  this  place,  Di?”  Dami  asked  holding 
the  branches  away  so  I  could  pass. 

"How  could  I  possibly  forget?”  I  asked  him,  grinning. 

I  ran  ahead  to  the  front  of  the  cabin.  The  lantern  fit  it  just 
enough  for  me  to  see  that  it  was  perfectly  unchanged.  The 
door-way  was  overrun  with  wild  plants;  a  blanket  of  moss 
and  vines  covered  the  stones,  making  the  cabin  look  like 
something  out  of  a  fairytale.  Tiny  flowers  spotted  the  grass 
and  fireflies  danced  around  our  heads.  My  childhood  came 
rushing  back  to  me  and  I  felt  a  surge  of  joy  at  my  memo¬ 
ries...  then  a  warm  sense  of  peace.  I  turned  to  Dami. 

TO  BE  CONTINUED 
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Transferring  Personal  Calls  lll§AA®I£ 

Laura:  James,  your  mom  is  on  the  line.  Should  I  put  her 
through? 

James:  Oh,  no.  I  told  her  not  to  call  me  at  work. 

Laura:  Do  you  want  me  to  tell  her  you're  busy? 

James:  No,  I'll  take  it,  Laura.  Otherwise  she'll  just  keep  calling. 
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James,  vour  mom  is  on  the  line. 

#You  have  a  call  from  your  wife,  James. 
ffiAAOTIS*.  ®?S±, 

#James,  your  brother  is  on  the  phone. 

#Your  daughter  is  calling  from  London,  James. 

®?s±, 

•You  have  a  personal  call  on  line  one. 

-ssmwemATC. 

Do  you  want  me  to  tell  her  you're  busy? 

•Should  I  say  you're  in  a  meeting? 

#Shall  I  tell  her  you're  away  from  your  desk? 

•I  said  you  were  busy,  but  she  says  it's  urgent. 
•I  can  tell  her  you're  out  if  you  like. 
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